I

n spite of being one of the more popular Caribbean vacation destinations
Vieques continues to float happily under the radar as a haven for those
seeking to totally R-E-L-A-X. You can hike, bike, sail, swim and snorkel,
similar to most Caribbean getaways, but on Vieques it is all about the
beaches – dozens and dozens of untouched ribbons of white sand giving you
total privacy. Bird’s Eye View favorite is the aptly named El Secreto.
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“This is one of the most fabulous things on the planet,
yet 95% of the population has never seen it.”
Photographer – Billy Robin McFarland

T

he tiny Puerto Rican island of Vieques, a few Cape Air minutes from San
Juan, is home to a number of unique attractions including dozens of
tucked away beaches that are close to perfection and open to everyone.
Horses meander around on their own along the Island’s roadsides, and
topping the list – a body of water that many feel should be named the 8th wonder
of the world, the Bioluminescent Bay. One of the largest bays of its kind in the
world, the Bio Bay provides a safe haven for bazillions of microscopic organisms
known as dinoflagellates. Disturb the water in any way and an ethereal light silently
appears. “The glow in the water is astonishing, says photographer Billy Robin
McFarland who is considering a full time move to Vieques from his current home
in Minnesota. “The moment you dip the paddle in the water it is totally Avatarish”
(Reference to sci-fi movie, Avatar). Tours to the protected Bio Bay are limited to
a few tour operators and can only happen in the dark of a moonless night. Bird’s
Eye View favorite Black Beard Sports is the one to call with tours going for $50. n
blackbeardsports.com
“Gifts of Nature” featuring San Juan artist
Wanda Nieves at Gallery Galleon
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Pata Prieta Beach (El Secreto) is just past the turn for Red Beach

Vieques Flowers and Gifts

F

lowers for the wedding, gifts for the
bridal party and the all important
wedding gift that you do not want to
schlep from home–the answer to all
this is Vieques Flowers & Gifts.
Located in the heart of Esperanza, owners
Denise and Bob Wallenius have thought of
everything and anything one would need for a
wedding, or a day at the beach.

One-of-a-kind marble coasters

Their specialties include hand blown
glass and yes, they will ship, along with solid
marble coasters made exclusively for the shop.
There is also an abundance of locally made
hand crafted gifts. This Bird’s Eye View fave is
a great choice for an affordable and interesting
shop stop. n Viequesgiftsandflowers.com
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weddings in vieques
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“Q

uick! I need a hundred Swedish fish, right
now!” Not much of a challenge in a major city but when
the need is on the Caribbean Island of Vieques, that is a
‘different kettle of fish.’ After handling 400 weddings in
her five years as owner of Weddings in Vieques, Sandy
Malone loves a challenge. “Not only are destination
weddings continuing to grow in popularity but now
we have theme weddings, and those are great fun! We
had an Ohio State couple, so the reception turned into
a tailgate party with the Ohio State theme song as part
of the soundtrack and Buckeye candies for dessert.
St Patrick’s Day featured green beer and a Guinness
chocolate cake with Bailey’s frosting. Give us a theme
and we can roll with it.” Ms. Malone advises couples to
choose a wedding planner that actually lives where you
are getting married. “If your DJ fails to show up you
need a backup plan and that means local connections to
get the job done.” As for the ‘where’ part Ms. Malone is
not committed to any one resort or hotel so the options
are limitless. “You want traditional Caribbean then it is
one of my favorites, Hacienda Tamarindo, where I got
married. For an Architectural Digest feel I show them
the Hix Island House and for chic and upscale it is the
W or Malecón House. We have something for every taste
and budget.” With miles of open and free beaches a
simple waterside wedding is also on the list. Prices vary
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Wedding planner Sandy Malone

We have something for every
taste and budget.
— Sandy Malone

but start at around $1,500 with Weddings in Vieques
handling airport pick-up, minister, flowers, location and
welcome basket. Whatever venue you choose you will
want the determined, focused and enthusiastic Sandy
Malone in your corner. Soon to be the subject of a new
TV show, airing on a major network, Ms. Malone is
also a regular contributor to the Huffington Post where
she writes about, what else, weddings. Find her at
weddingsinvieques.com. n
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